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| So much of Amenca is geared towards an older audtence. It’s hkg they delfbera
ls really bloody annoymg to us, because we don ’t like a bunch of peeple our a_-.f'

My heart pounds as my editor and [ enter
the still-under-construction  Sanctuary
offices. just off the beach on a windy, blus-
tery evening in Santa Monica. Never had |
thought I'd get to meet Biuce Dickinson in
person: unfortunately, the closest I'd got-
len was a nightmare years ago in which the
entire band kicked my ass in the frozen
food section of some grocery store. But
after a casual handshake, 1 find the real
demeanor of the charming British front-
man is anything but unfriendly, adding to
the already relaxed and stress-free atmos-
phere. To my surprise, he’s dressed less
iike the denim and leather-clad lead singer
tor Tron Maiden and more like my Dad
when he goes jogging: New Balance ten-
nies, eray shorts; and & green tank top. |

was among .about five repoiters. all of .

whom had already circled around Bruce:

and been encouraged to speak theit .M
audience has no access, which is really
‘bloudy annoying to us, because we don’t

inquirics in no orderly fashion. Bruce dis-
closed the :
- general information first-tour dates, live
album relcase dates, ete., before allowing
: the rest of us to pick the brain of one of

Heavy Metal's greatest singers of all time.

Just so vousknow: The interview jumps

around a lot, because T Wamed to ;_,el some

personal 2 R

history and mtommlmn in dddltl(‘m to the
usual DlOﬂ’]OIlOﬂdl banter-and with. the
constraints that come with publishing a
magazine, other things had to be cut out.
Right. On with the interview then!.

On the Rock In Rio live CD&I}(lI)\’D

release dates, Bruce reports that: “The

Rock In Rio album is coming ouit Maréﬁg’:'

25th  (This interview  with = Brice
Dickinson was done right before the fron
Maiden mascot Eddie figure was scheds
uled to hit store shelves.) The D‘{'D s
nearly done. but we don’t have & release
date yer”. Concerning the lron Maiden
Eddie figure produced by McEarlane toys,
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Bruce reports that a multi-city radio inter-
view with Tadd McFarlane is finished. He
is very pleased with the outcome of the
toy’s design! You can purchasc the figure
now at Tower Records stores, cerlain
comic book shops, and other outlets.

E.I: Do you think “Rock In Rio” and §8

“17 Numbers By the Beast” (new Iron

Maiden compilation) will help reach

younger audiences?

Iron Maiden: “The demand for ... Maiden
has hardly diminished at all outside the
US. But it's here that that drop-off has
happened most. But conung back with
“Brave New World”; that sold 350,000

“albums in the U.S.~ which is. I think, a
"xe_‘all‘y amazing achicvement. So much of
America is geared towards an older audi- -

ence. 1t’s like they deliberately want to put
zuden in a situation wheru a )’OLIH\K‘T

like a bunch of people our age drinking
coke and muaching on hamburgers, like

they’re watching a TV baseball game. In «

Europe we pull a pretty young audience.

This live album is a big step on the way.

because its@a fierce record, It’s not fucked

wiil'in an) way, and that’s 80 rarg-nobody
does that”. ~ :
B Wha{ made you decide fo re-rele: ase .
The Soundhouse. Tapes ‘(the original
‘demios recorded wnth Paul Di’anno

before the first Iron Maiden album)?

Jdron Maiden: “Everybody wants one.

And rather than have people downlead

shitty versions on the net, you might as

well 'have (the CD). And again, it’s a way
of thanking our fans for buying all this
stuff™.

E.I: Let’s get psychological for a
moment. 'm curious as to what
inspired you in vour youth to become a
singer.
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Iron Maiden: *
this kid [ knew who had a guitar and would play all these B.B. King songs
and stuff. And [ used to go in and help him out with singing. | had also
done a lot of kind of “amateur dramatics™, both in and out of the class-
room (laughs). I really loved being on stage. And I thought this kind of
ties the two things together-I love being on stage, but I could never be an
actor, because they took everything far too seriously. So the idea of being
a rock n’ roll singer that combined the two things together-one or two lit-
tle techniques, having audiences and stuff-but basically rock n” roll drives
you erazy! The music grabs hold of you. I got chucked out of boarding
school when I was 17. So I went back to regular high schoel for about

Well, 1 originally wanted to be a drummer. But there was

'opportunity to join ..Maiden came up when suddenly Steve Harris
(...Maiden bassist) sfiowed up on my doorstep, and I was like ‘I wanna be
in this new. thing’. And that was it. It was so obvious to go do it”,

E.I: You’ve been performing in front of audiences for over 20 years
now, then. Do you find you’re used to being on stage, or do vou stlll
get anxious before a show? ;

Iron Maiden: “Oh, I get absolutely nervous before starting a tour. I'm
liable to go off on my own, be a miserable git, really-until I’ve got that
first week of shows out of the way. And in a way it’s my way of psych-
ing myself up. I guess the thing that scares me most is that I go out on

want to put ...Maiden in a situation where a younger audience has no access, which
king coke and munchmg on hamburgers, like they’re watching a TV baseball game”.

» Ickmson

o 1ate‘things were going.

i the 9

" ventional band, I didn’t

half a year and joined another|
the back of the classified seetion of a paper. T phoned (this mher‘) band up

and they said, ‘Send us a tape I'went, '] haven’t got a tape’. ‘Well, send
us anything you've got’. So I just yelled into a cassefte recorder I had. No
identifiable song, just a lat of notes. I phoned ‘em back a week later and

I said ‘How did you like the voice?” And they liked it. So we went into

the studio. and recorded it. And that was a band ealled Shock. And we

did some gigs and demo tapes. This band got me noticed by Samson, and
the guys in Samson came up to me after a show and said: “You're Just the
type of singer we want And they had managemem and a reeord deal‘ ‘~

- already™.

E.I: So what made you want to leave Samson and g0 to Iron Malden" i

~ Iron Maiden: “Samson was an incredibly cccentric band. It Wwas a mira-
cle how it all held together. It was largely fueled by various chemicals

floating around, and everyone had their own separate chemicals. Paul =

was always in big elouds of ganja smoke; the bass player would do a line

of specd before rehearsal; and Thunderstick had the big mask and was

very fond of dropping downers every now and then. And I was usually

down at the pub. So at rehearsals you'd have somebody who's 'S drunk,

- somebody who's stoned, somebody on downers, and somebody on speed

- (laughs hystenca}ly)' And most of the next two years were spent in vari-

ous states of insanity or -

madness. There was a 8

_ possibility of something
~ serious happening at the

~ Id seen ...Maiden about
i twq:years;before I jbinﬁ‘gi :
- them, 'pldymz with
Samson in a show cal[ed__
i ~ Heavy  Metal |

- Crusads ,,'.lf was madf",
People were rammed in |
there to see ...Maiden."
And [ got the same feel |
- from them that 1 got
 from Deep Purple. This
~ was the modern day fire-
- breathing dragon of
English music. 1
thought: ‘I need to sing [
for this band! Shit!’ I @
found (Samson) very
~ conventional. And I did-
n’t like being in a con-

like sounding like any-
.one else. Then the

garaqe band. Later l answered amad“vex’t m’

stage and suddenly it doesn’'t

tion about it, that it’s not gonna worki’ ; -
E.L: One thing that people don’t know about vou IS tbat vou’re actu-
ally a champion fepeer.

fron Maiden: “Yeah. When Im not runnmo arcumd taikm& about .
cords. [ fence a couple days a‘weck I used to do a !ot (move) o:t train- :
ing, international stuff”.
E.I: As far as side pmjects, what about the movie “The Chemlcdl'

Wedding,” which you were workmg on with Monty Pythqn alumm“‘é i

Terry Jones? : e

Iron Maiden: “It’s dormant at the moment until somebody glves’ ft some
‘money. It’s at the point now where there’s a script ready to go, and a
“director. It’s down to money' We re still hopmb to get some. lt S all-abeut”
‘ Alhster Crowlcv %
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end of Dccembu J aﬂﬁ”ﬁi’-y”‘"at the late\
1our. That s the plot"’
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